Chinese government actively copes with atmospheric pollution
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Atmospheric protection is a key aspect of the fundamental interests of the people, the sustainable and healthy development of the national economy, as well as building a moderately prosperous society. With the further advance of industrialization and urbanization, the energy resource consumption will continue to rise and the pressure on the prevention and control of atmospheric pollution will continue to intensify. At the same time, atmospheric pollution is formed by long-term accumulation, which can not be solved by short-term management.
Facing the urgent and arduous task for prevention and control of atmospheric pollution, the Chinese government responds positively, taking the prevention and control of atmospheric pollution as top priority for improving the people's livelihood, and have issued “The 12th Five-year Plan” for Prevention and Control of Atmospheric Pollution in Key Areas and The Action Planning for Prevention and Control of Atmospheric Pollution, to clear objectives, concentrate on crucial points, establish the mechanism, strengthen supervision and promote air quality improvement.

Report on the Work of the Chinese Government in 2014 proposed that the government should take strong measures to strengthen pollution prevention and control. The report states that the government will fully implement the plan for preventing and controlling air pollution, with the focus on mega cities and regions with frequent occurrence of smog. The government will start by reducing PM10 and PM2.5 emissions, and focus on the following key areas: improving the industrial structure, raising energy efficiency, reducing vehicle exhaust emissions, and preventing and monitoring wind-borne dust. The government will improve the new mechanism involving government, enterprises and the general public, coordinate prevention and control efforts in affected regions, and fully implement the action plan for preventing and controlling air pollution.
I.
Put forward clear goals, determine key areas
In September 2012, the State Council formally approved “The 12th Five-year Plan” for Prevention and control of Atmospheric Pollution in Key Areas. It is the first comprehensive planning for prevention and control of atmospheric pollution in China, clearly putting forward “the target that by 2015, the annual concentration of PM10, SO2, NO2, and PM2.5 in air will drop by 10%, 10%, 7% and 5% respectively”.
It is put forward in The Action Planning for Prevention and Control of Atmospheric Pollution issued in 2013 that “after five years of efforts, the overall national air quality will improve, with heavy pollution weather greatly reduced; The air quality in Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei, Yangtze River Delta and Pearl River Delta will improve markedly. The government will trive to gradually eliminate the heavily polluted weather within 5 years or longer, with the overall national air quality improved significantly. And the specific indicators are put forward that “by 2017, the concentration of particulate matter in national prefecture cities will reduce by over 10% than that in 2012, the number of the days with Air Pollution Level of Good or above will increase year by year; the concentration of fine particulate matter in Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei, Yangtze River Delta and Pearl River Delta concentration will fall by about 25%, 20% and 15% respectively, and the annual concentration of fine particulate matter in Beijing will be controlled within about 60 micrograms per cubic meter.
In consideration of the factors such as social economic development level, the situation of atmospheric pollution, regional atmospheric pollutants transmission characteristics and environmental air quality, with the combination of administrative division and geographical distribution of urban districts, the key areas of prevention and control of atmospheric pollution has been determined in “The 12th Five-year Plan” for Prevention and Control of Atmospheric Pollution in Key Areas, including 13 key areas such as Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei, Yangtze River Delta and Pearl River Delta, involving 117 central cities in 19 provinces. 
II.
To explore and implement the working mechanism of joint prevention and control for regional atmospheric pollution
In the condition that the traditional soot pollution has not been brought under control yet, the regional and compound atmospheric pollution characterized by ozone, fine particulate matter (PM 2.5) and acid rain is increasingly prominent, and the frequency of heavy and wide-range air pollution appearing simultaneously is increasing. The problem of regional and compound atmospheric environment has brought a huge challenge to the current environmental management mode. It is difficult to effectively solve the problem of increasingly severe atmospheric pollution by considering the management mode of prevention and control of atmospheric pollution for a single city only from the perspective of administrative division, and it is urgent to explore and establish a new set of management system for the prevention and control of regional atmospheric pollution.
Using the air quality assurance work of Beijing Olympic Games, Shanghai World Expo, Guangzhou Asian games and the successful experience of international regional air quality management for reference, we will further explore and implement the working mechanism for joint prevention and control of regional atmospheric contamination, namely: to establish a unified working mechanism for joint regional prevention and control, a joint law enforcement supervision mechanism for regional atmospheric environment, a mechanism for environmental impact assessment consultation of major projects, a environmental information sharing mechanism and a early warning and emergency response mechanism for regional atmospheric pollution.
    III.
Increase investment to guarantee the implementation of atmospheric pollution prevention and control measures
Environmental protection investment is the important material guarantee of our country to adhere to the basic state policies on environment protection, promote sustainable development and build a environmental-friendly and resources-saving society. The central government set up new special funds for the prevention and control of atmospheric pollution, including the first investment of 5 billion yuan used for atmospheric pollution control in Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei and other places; and 640 million yuan investment to support coal-fired boiler smoke management in 12 key cities. According to the expectation of the Ministry of Environmental Protection, the national financial support for energy conservation and environmental protection will have a significant growth in 2014, and the investment of the whole society will amount to more than 1.7 trillion yuan after the implementation of The Action Planning for Prevention and Control of Atmospheric Pollution.
IV.
Improve the monitoring and early warning emergency system
In order to properly cope with heavily polluted weather, the governments at all levels speed up establishing monitoring and early warning system, formulate emergency plan, adopt emergency measures in time and continue to strengthen emergency early warning work. In February 2014 when the heavy pollution weather continued in Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, the Ministry of Environmental Protection in conjunction with relevant departments of any regions positively responded, strengthened the monitoring and early warning, initiated the emergency plan, and sent 12 inspection teams to Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region and surrounding areas to carry out the specific inspection on the heavily polluted weather. The teams inspected the improvement of iron and steel, coal chemical industry, glass, cement and other key industries and construction sites, raw coal bulk burning, and exposed the problems they found through the media. Urgent notice was issued at the same time to request the relevant provinces to complete the analysis on the trend of heavy pollution weather process combined with local actual situation, publish regional air monitoring real-time information, timely release forecast early warning, and carry out the pollution prevention and control measures such as production limitation, emission limitation and so on.
The audit institutions at various levels have been actively monitoring the prevention and control of atmospheric pollution. In the audit projects in recent years such as the audits of special funds for energy conservation and emission reduction, environmental protection, the management and use of the funds for atmospheric pollution prevention and control, the completion of obligatory target of atmospheric pollutants emission reduction and the implementation of relevant policies are audited. In the future, the audit institutions will continue to focus on key funds and key projects in the field of prevention and control of atmospheric pollution, timely organize and carry out audit projects for the prevention and control of atmospheric pollution, so as to promote positive progress in prevention and control of atmospheric pollution.

1

