Report on ASOSAI WGEA
(7th Seminar of ASOSAI WGEA, January 29, 2018)
Dear delegates, ladies and gentlemen,
On behalf of Ms. HU Zejun, Chairwoman of ASOSAI WGEA and Auditor General of the National Audit Office of China, I would like to report on the activities of ASOSAI Working Group on Environmental Auditing (WGEA). It is my pleasure to take this opportunity to share with you our achievements over the last 2 years, and to discuss the future development of the Working Group.

I. Membership and Institutional Building
In January 2018, The Secretariat of ASOSAI WGEA received the applications from SAIs of Kyrgyzstan and Myanmar. Up to now, the total membership of ASOSAI WGEA stands at 32 members with 1 observer.  
The Secretariat finished the update of the website of the working group. Now the new address of the website is www.asosaiwgea.org with some new contents. The Secretariat has uploaded the materials of all the previous seminars and meetings.

II. Major activities
Ever since the 2016 meeting, the WGEA has fulfilled its responsibilities based on the 2017-2019 Work Plan by hosting 1 seminar and 1 working meeting, carrying out 1 questionnaire, compiling the case collection on environmental auditing, disseminating the environmental audits of Asian region, etc. More details are as follows: 
(i) 6th Seminar on Environmental Auditing
Upon the administrative support of SAI India, ASOSAI WGEA held the 6th Seminar on Environmental Audit from October 17 to 19, 2016 in Jaipur, India, with a total of 49 delegates from 22 SAIs and international organizations, including the observers from the WGEAs of INTOSAI, AFROSAI and EUROSAI.
The seminar invited experts from the United Nations Economic and Social Council and the Energy and Resources Institute of India to deliver speeches on “the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” and “Low Carbon Development" respectively. A special training on the Audit of Air Pollution was conducted with the assistance of INTOSAI WGEA. The representatives of SAIs of India and Indonesia introduced some research programs of INTOSAI WGEA in which Asian countries took the lead.
The participants had warm discussions on two themes: Audit on the Implementation of Environmental Policy and SAI’s Role in Promoting Sustainable Development. In total, 16 SAIs submitted 23 country papers, and 16 delegates presented their papers and answered questions.

    (ii) 5th Work Meeting
ASOSAI WGEA convened its 5th Work Meeting after the seminar. The meeting adopted the Work Plan 2017-19 of ASOSAI WGEA, approved the Division of Duties of ASOSAI WGEA Activities among the Chair, Secretariat and host SAI as well as the procedure in respect of hosting activities, and decided that SAI Thailand would host the next seminar.

    (iii) the 8th Questionnaire
In October 2017, the Secretariat carried out the 8th questionnaire to learn the practices of environmental audits by member SAIs in recent years. As of December 2017, the Secretariat has received the responses from 18 SAIs including Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Kazakhstan, India, Indonesia, Korea, Kuwait, Laos, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Thailand and Vietnam. The Secretariat has made an overall analysis of the responses as follows:
Institution and Auditors: a total of 14 SAIs has established a department or entity specializing in environmental auditing, 6 of which was set up new entities in the last 5 years. The auditors in each SAI who specialize in environmental audits range from 3 or 4 to dozens, e.g. 36 in Iran, 31 in Russia and 20 in Japan. Their educational backgrounds cover environment, economics, engineering, law, etc.

Environmental audits conducted in the past five years (from 2013 to 2017): a total of more than 457 environmental audits have been carried out by the 18 SAIs, and the audit scopes cover water, solid waste, forestry, biodiversity, land, air, mining, energy, climate change, etc. The top three areas have been water, solid waste forestry and air.

Cooperative environmental audits: SAIs of Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal and Russia introduced the cooperative audits they have conducted, relating to such areas as solid waste, energy and forestry.

Plans for environmental audits in the coming years: a total of 13 SAIs has developed their plans for environmental audits respectively. In the period of 2018-2020, these SAIs will perform environmental audits in the fields including water, air, solid waste, biodiversity, forestry, land, grassland, mining, ocean, etc. Besides, SAIs of Iran and Russia plan to conduct cooperative audits with other SAIs.

Opinions and suggestions: the participating SAIs have put forward opinions and suggestions on the future work of ASOSAI WGEA, such as strengthening information sharing, conducting the training on audit technology and methods, holding more seminars, promoting the cooperative environmental audits, etc. We will surely take these valuable opinions and suggestions and provide better services to member SAIs.

    (iv) Increasing the influence of Asian environmental audit achievements

In the capacity of Chair of ASOSAI WGEA, SAI China has made environmental audit the topics for many seminars and workshops we hosted in recent years to introduce and promote environmental auditing in Asia.

With the strong support from member SAIs, the Secretariat has managed to collect and print out some materials, including Volume 2 of Collection of Cases on Environment Auditing, and Country Papers of WGEA Seminars. These materials have been uploaded onto the websites of ASOSAI and ASOSAI WGEA, and disseminated at several international meetings in the field of environmental auditing.  

(v) Liason with ASOSAI 

The Secretariat delivered a report on the work of ASOSAI WGEA to the 51st Governing Board Meeting of ASOSAI in February 2017. The Work Plan, relevant regulations and seminar outcomes of ASOSAI WGEA have been submitted to the ASOSAI Secretariat on time and uploaded to the website of ASOSAI.

The Secretariat has also been involved in the work of Task Force for Strategic Planning Management of ASOSAI, including submitting the ASOSAI WGEA annual operation plan of and evaluation of annual operations of Strategic Plan of ASOSAI.
(vi) Participating in the Activities of INTOSAI WGEA 

In October 2016, a total of 18 Asian SAIs participated in the 17th meeting of INTOSAI WGEA, including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Laos, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka and Thailand. On behalf of the ASOSAI WGEA, the representative of the CNAO presented the work report at the meeting.

Representatives from SAIs of China, India, Indonesia, Kuwait, Pakistan and Philippines attended the 15th Steering Committee Meeting of INTOSAI WGEA in September 2017 in Washington, USA. They joined the deliberation on several guidelines and research programs which INTOSAI WGEA plans to launch in the period of 2017-2019, including Climate Change, Air Pollution, Water Sanitation, Agriculture and Food Production, Greening Cities, Biodiversity, Land and Soil Quality, Reduction of Desertification, etc, and discussed aligning environmental auditing guidelines with INTOSAI Framework of Professional Pronouncements. SAI China presented the work report on behalf of ASOSAI WGEA. 
SAIs of China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, New Zealand, Philippines and Yemen took part in different projects of INTOSAI WGEA including Audit of Sustainable Utilization of Energy, Renewable Energy, Greening SAIs, and Update of Guidelines on Auditing Waste Management, etc. SAI China also sent representatives to attend the International Seminar hosted by SAI Czech Republic in April 2017, in which the report of INTOSAI WGEA Research Project on Sustainable Energy was published, and introduced its experiences, . 
In addition, member SAIs also actively supported INTOSAI WGEA through a variety of activities such as contributing to Greenlines, attending training sessions and taking questionnaire surveys.

    (vii) Regional cooperation

Efforts on regional cooperation have been made as follows: 

With AFROSAI WGEA:

SAI China, on behalf of ASOSAI WGEA, attended the 7th meeting of AFROSAI WGEA for the first time in July 2017 in DR Congo, and shared the experiences of Asian SAIs on how environmental auditing helps promote sustainable development and city management.

With EUROSAI WGEA:
Representative of the ASOSAI WGEA attended the 15th meeting of EUROSAI WGEA in October 2017 in Albania, and introduced the experiences on the meeting themes of ‘Audit of Land Utilization’ and ‘Greening SAIs’.

On behalf of the ASOSAI WGEA, I would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation to all members SAIs for your active participation and continuous support! My hearty thanks also go to INTOSAI WGEA, regional WGEAs of AFROSAI, ARABOSAI, EUROSAI and other stakeholders for your effective communication and cooperation!
III. Next steps
In the next stage, we will make every effort to continue to implemente the Work Plan 2017-19 of ASOSAI WGEA. I also hope that member SAIs can offer continuous support to our work. Just as Ms. QIN Boyong, Deputy Auditor General of CNAO, proposed this morning on behalf of Chair of ASOSAI WGEA that we should further environmental audit practices, innovate audit methodologies and enhance cooperation of environmental auditing. At the working meeting tomorrow, we will discuss, prepare for and push forward with all the participants the key tasks of ASOSAI WGEA in 2018 as follows:

To perform parallel environmental audits on the theme of common interests within the framework of ASOSAI WGEA;

To launch the research projects on the topics agreed by all members;

Upon the invitation of SAI Vietnam, the host of 14th Assembly of ASOSAI in 2018, to co-organize the Symposium on ‘Environmental Auditing for Sustainable Development’.

Last but not least, we, as the Secretariat of ASOSAI WGEA, will continue to earnestly perform our responsibilities and carry out various activities in the future. Let us work together to further promote the development of our working group and make more contributions to the environmental protection and sustainable development in Asia! 

Thank you all!

