Proposal on Cooperative Audit of Water Environment Protection
According to the 2017-2019 Work Plan of ASOSAI WGEA, in order to further facilitate the information sharing and experiences exchange in the field of environmental auditing and promote water environment protection in Asian region, as well as positively respond the call of INTOSAI WGEA to conduct the cooperative environmental audits, the Secretariat of ASOSAI WGEA would like to call for cooperative audit on water environment protection within the framework of ASOSAI WGEA.

I. Theme of cooperative audit
This cooperative audit focuses on water environment protection. Each participating SAI shall identify audit matters on water environment protection in accordance with its mandate and national conditions, including but not limited to:

-- Policies on water environment protection, e.g. sewage treatment charging, protection of drinking water sources, water quality monitoring, and early warning mechanism of water pollution.

-- Projects of water environment protection, e.g. sewage plants, garbage disposal plants, and industrial pollution treatment in enterprises.

-- Funds for water environment protection, e.g. central budgets for water environment protection, environment-related taxes, etc.

II. Objectives of cooperative audit
-- To promote the implementation of policies on water environment protection, improve the performance of such projects and capital investment, and strengthen the administration on water environment.

-- To facilitate the experience exchange and practice sharing of water environment auditing among Asian SAIs.

-- To summarize the experiences and explore a cooperative audit mode suitable for Asia.

III. Contents of cooperative audit
Auditing period: 2015~2017.
-- Implementation of policies on water environment protection. To check the implementation of policies on water environment protection and realization of policy objectives (water quality, water scale and sanitation accidents, etc.) by government departments, enterprises and so on.

-- Implementation of projects of water environment protection. To check the implementation of projects of water environment protection under progress and the performance of the completed ones.

-- Utilization and management of funds for water environment protection. To check the compliance and performance of governmental funds invested, managed and used.

IV. Method of cooperative audit
The parallel auditing mode is proposed to adopt for this cooperative audit. Each participating SAI shall set up an audit team and complete the audit before September 2018. Each audit team shall report the audit findings or conclusions only to the legislative institution or government of its country.

Each participating SAI shall audit the implementation of one or more policies on, or projects of or funds for water environment for a certain period and/or in a certain area, and submit its audit case and/or technical method.

V. Results of cooperative audit
-- Each participating SAI shall report its audit findings or conclusions to the legislative institution or government of its country as by law.

-- Each participating SAI shall submit the audit case and/or technical method to the leading SAI.

-- The leading SAI shall collect the audit results of all participating SAIs, and compile the  auditing cases and technical methods in an appropriate form.

VI. Time schedule

-- The Secretariat of ASOSAI WGEA shall put forward the proposal on the cooperative environmental audit (by January 2018);
-- The proposal shall be disseminated to all member SAIs for deliberation. Member SAIs shall express the interests of participation, and determine the leading SAI and participating SAIs (by March 2018);
-- Each participating SAI shall develop its audit plan and submit to the leading SAI (by April 2018);
-- Each participating SAI shall conduct the field auditing (before September 2018);
-- Each participating SAI shall submit its auditing case and (or) technical method (before November 2018);
-- The leading SAI shall collect and compile the cases and technical methods of the cooperative audit (before December 2018);
-- Seminars/workshops shall be considered to hold as per the progress to share the information and exchange the experience of cooperative environmental audit.
